PIKE COUNTY WATER & SEWERAGE AUTHORITY

Regular Meeting

Minutes

February 20, 2013
The Pike County Water & Sewerage Authority held its regular monthly meeting on February 20, 2013, at 8:30 a.m. in the boardroom of the Authority’s Building at 94 Gwynn Street, Zebulon, Georgia.  Members present were: Tommy Burnsed, Chairman, presiding; Steve Brown; Larry Lynch and Tommy Powers.  Mark Whitley was not present. 
Also present were: Donna Pearson, Office Administrator; Mike Phillips, County Manager and Yvonne Langford to record the minutes.

Mr. Burnsed called the meeting to order.

AGENDA
Mr. Burnsed said he had talked with Jim Roberts regarding the Molena Water Department and he is going to attend the meeting and he would like to have him added to the agenda.

MOTION

Mr. Lynch made a motion to approve the agenda with the amendment to include Jim Roberts under new business.  The motion passed on a second by Mr. Brown with Mr. Brown, Mr. Burnsed, Mr. Lynch and Mr. Powers voting for the motion. 
MINUTES

Mr. Brown made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 16, 2013 meeting.  The motion passed on a second by Mr. Lynch with Mr. Brown, Mr. Burnsed, and Mr. Lynch voting for the motion and Mr. Powers abstaining because he was not present. 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Mr. Lynch made a motion that the officers currently holding office continue in their position for the 2013 year.  The motion passed on a second by Mr. Powers with Mr. Brown, Mr. Burnsed, Mr. Lynch and Mr. Powers voting for the motion. 
FINANCIAL REPORT

In the absence of Mr. Whitley, Ms. Langford reviewed the financial report noting nothing of significance.
MOTION
Mr. Brown made a motion to accept the financial report.  The motion passed on a second by Mr. Lynch with Mr. Brown, Mr. Burnsed, Mr. Lynch and Mr. Powers voting for the motion.
Mr. Lynch suggested that a survey be sent to customers regarding their level of satisfaction with the water and service.  If the Authority wants to get other systems to join the Pike County system they are going to want to know how satisfied our customers are.

Mr. Burnsed said he thinks it might be a good idea for some time in the future.  He feels the Authority has some issues that need to be resolved.  There have been some issues recently that would cause negative comments.
Mr. Brown said it is imperative to get the issues with the Shackelford Road site resolved.  The number one issue is to have two pristine wells.  

Ms. Pearson said she would recommend waiting until the next budget year which would be in about six to eight months.

SHACKELFORD ROAD WELL

Ms. Pearson said the water was tested.  Georgia Rural Water sent someone to do the tests.  It was suggested that a test for iron related bacteria be done.  He was concerned about the high Ph. levels.  The Manganese is high but he did not think this was a problem because typically you would have discolored water if it was a major issue.  There have been no more complaints. The treatment is only masking the problem and it is not being eliminated.  The only way you will be able to eliminate the problem is a filtration system.  
Discussion was held regarding whether or not Carter and Sloope had any responsibility for not accurately advising the Authority regarding the cost of a filtration system for the sulfur issue.  They made it appear that it could be resolved at a minor expense.  Mr. Brown reviewed the process whereby Carter and Sloope minimized the sulfur issue.  It was noted that this location was the very last opportunity to have a second well with USDA funds.  USDA said the grant was going to be withdrawn if not used by a certain date.  The deadline did not allow time to look for another location.  Mr. Burnsed discussed all the effort that had been made to locate a second well site.  People were not cooperative in giving permission to allow testing for water on their property.
The issue of the expense involved with maintenance and the life on a filtration system was discussed.  It was decided to see if Georgia Rural Water will attend the next board meeting to see if they can provide information regarding a filtration system.  They will probably have information regarding what is happening at the state level with water issues.    
Ms. Pearson said the repairs to the Midway Road well site regarding the fence and dead trees have not been done yet.  She talked with Todd Goolsby and he is making arrangements to get this completed at no cost to the Water Authority.  There are no problems with the Midway well.

The Molena water problems have been resolved.  The only back-up water source they have is a spring.  Discussion was held regarding how close Molena is to a Griffin water line. There was further discussion regarding the expense of purchasing water from Griffin.  
OFFICER ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Ms. Pearson said the hydrant at Carver Road and Highway 19 has been hit again.  Due to the location it appears this will be an ongoing problem.  Ms. Pearson suggested the hydrant be removed.  There are other hydrants in the area that will probably be able to serve.  Mr. Burnsed will visit the site and make a determination.

A new customer on Gresham Road has signed on for service.

Georgia Rural Water in having a conference at Jekyll Island in May.  Ms. Pearson will need to be recertified this year and this would be an opportunity to get that certification.  Mr. Lynch said he feels a board member needs to attend as well as Ms. Pearson. It is important that a board member get involved to learn what is going on throughout the state regarding water issues. 

MOTION

Mr. Lynch made a motion to pay the expenses to send two representatives to the Georgia Rural Water Conference at Jekyll in May.  The motion passed on a second by Mr. Powers with Mr. Brown, Mr. Burnsed, Mr. Lynch and Mr. Powers voting for the motion. 
SYSTEM OPERATOR’S REPORT
Mr. Huckaby’s report was reviewed.  Mr. Burnsed said his hours were 75 this month and 84 last month.  

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS

Mr. Lynch suggested the Authority might consider night meetings so Mr. Huckaby would be able to attend.  Mr. Brown said he did not feel it would be convenient for Mr. Huckaby because he is very involved in the community.  Mr. Lynch said he is a very important person in the operation of the Water Authority and he is not available for members to ask questions.  Mr. Brown said night meetings would be very difficult for him and when it was discussed previously Mr. Whitley said it would be hard for him.  Early morning would not be as difficult as night meetings.    

ADJOURN

Mr. Brown made a motion, seconded by Mr. Burnsed, to adjourn the meeting.  The motion passed with Mr. Brown, Mr. Burnsed, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Powers and Mr. Whitley voting for the motion.

___________________________ 

Tommy Burnsed – Chairman
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    Yvonne M. Langford - Recorder
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