PIKE COUNTY WATER & SEWERAGE AUTHORITY

Regular Meeting

Minutes

March 19, 2014
The Pike County Water & Sewerage Authority held its regular monthly meeting on March 19, 2014, at 8:30 a.m. in the boardroom of the Authority’s Building at 94 Gwynn Street, Zebulon, Georgia.  Members present were: Steve Brown, Chairman, presiding; Larry Lynch; Jonathan Mayfield; Tommy Powers and Mark Whitley.  
Also present were: Donna Pearson, Office Administrator, Michael Smith and Ryan Landers with Middle Georgia Water System; Chris Jones with Driller Supply Service and Yvonne Langford to record the minutes.

Mr. Brown called the meeting to order.

AGENDA

Ms. Pearson said under new business Sanitary Survey needs to be added.  Mr. Whitley said the GEFA loan needs to be included under old business.

MOTION

Mr. Whitley made a motion to approve the agenda with these additions.  The motion passed on a second by Mr. Mayfield with Mr. Brown, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Mayfield, Mr. Powers and Mr. Whitley voting for the motion.

MINUTES

The minutes of the February 19, 2013 meeting were approved on a motion by Mr. Lynch and a second by Mr. Mayfield with Mr. Brown, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Mayfield, Mr. Powers and Mr. Whitley voting for the motion.

FINANCIAL REPORT

Mr. Whitley reviewed the financial report for the month ending February 2014. Discussion was held regarding the maintenance and repairs expense. 
MOTION

Mr. Whitley made a motion to approve the financial report.  The motion passed on a second by Mr. Powers with Mr. Brown, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Mayfield, Mr. Powers and Mr. Whitley voting for the motion.                                                                                                                                                                                                
BUDGET

Ms. Pearson provided the members a copy of the preliminary proposed budget.  Discussion was held.  Adjustments can be made at the next meeting.  Approval for the final budget will be considered at the April meeting.   

MIDWAY WELL AND SHACKELFORD ROAD WELL

Mr. Smith, Mr. Landers and Mr. Jones were present to discuss the issues regarding the Midway Road and Shackelford Road wells.  The Shackelford Road well has an issue with a sulfur odor and the Midway Road well has an issue with manganese.  The Authority members discussed the problems with each of the wells.  They advised Middle Georgia Water Systems they want a proposal from them that would cover everything that is needed to resolve the issue with the Midway Road well site to include all engineering work that is required and if any additional structures are needed the proposal should include that cost.  The Authority needs to have both of the well sites able to work independently of each other and providing quality water.  When water has to be purchased from another source the Authority does not have any profit.  Middle Georgia Water Systems will have a proposal by the April Board meeting for both of the well locations.   
SANITARY SURVEY
Ms. Pearson said they had an inspection and was advised that the raw water tap needs to be located prior to the check valve on the discharge tower.  This has never been cited before in previous inspections and the Authority questioned whether or not the expense is necessary.  When the work is completed Ms. Pearson has to write a letter addressing everything that was mentioned in the letter and they will schedule another inspection.  The Board asked Ms. Pearson to make a call to the inspector and request information regarding written information clarifying why this is required.  There is going to be expense involved and the Authority does not need any unnecessary expense.
LIGHTENING PROTECTION

Ms. Pearson said she received only one bid for the lightening protection.  The proposal priced two systems.  One for $2765 and one for $4425.  The cost will depend on the level of protection needed. Both meet the requirements of the insurance company. Mr. Lynch said the insurance company is requiring the Authority to have lightening protection.  He feels the less expensive system will be the best.  It was noted this does not include communication.  
MOTION

Mr. Whitley made a motion to authorize the installation of the XCS surge protection for Midway Road/Patton Road at a cost of $2765.  The motion passed on a second by Mr. Mayfield with Mr. Brown, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Mayfield, Mr. Powers and Mr. Whitley voting for the motion.

GEFA LOAN
Mr. Whitley said the deadline for submittal of the GEFA loan for this quarter is March 24, 2014.  If the Authority decides to make application for a GEFA loan application can be made for the next quarter.  He talked with Jan Russell with EPD and she seemed confident the Authority would qualify for the Georgia Fund.  This is the easiest of the loans to get because it is a State of Georgia loan and does not get involved with the federal requirements.  The loan has an interest rate of 2.4% with a maximum of 20 years on the term.  The federal funds run 1.5%.
Discussion was held regarding the information Carter and Sloop had provided for the project on the Midway Road well.  The expense of the projects was discussed with the interest involved if the money is borrowed.  If there are grant funds available it would benefit the Authority to make application.  Grant funds are available if the issues are a health hazard. There is a question as to whether or not the issues with the wells is considered a health hazard.  The Authority has funds that could be used to make the repairs.  It was noted that Midway Road well needs to be repaired as quickly as possible.  Once the quality of that well is stabilized there will be less pressure to get the quality of the Shackelford Road well improved.

OFFICE REPAIRS

Mr. Brown said there are some maintenance issues with the office that need to be addressed.  He talked with the County Manager regarding this matter.  Both of the toilets overflowed and flooded the area.  Todd Goolsby came by the office to view the problem.  The County Manager has committed to cleaning the carpet.  This discussion has brought up the issue of the office in general. The County Manager even suggested the authority might like to move to a different location.  Mr. Brown said there is adequate space and it is very accessible.  The building is solid and the roof appears to be in good repair.  The chairs are dirty, new carpet is needed and it needs to be painted.  For a minimal amount of money the building could be very nice.  Mr. Brown will discuss the building again with the County Manager.      
SYSTEM OPERATOR

Mr. Huckaby’s log sheet for the month of February was reviewed.

CARTER AND SLOOP
Carter and Sloop has sent the Authority a bill for $2100 dating back to June 27, 2012.  Mr. Brown got some legal advice regarding the invoice and it was recommended that the Authority request a detail of the charges.  He called Mr. McCord requesting a detail of the charges.  Mr. McCord said it was going to be difficult but they are working on the invoices.     

MEMBER COMMENTS

Mr. Lynch suggested the idea of tying into the City of Zebulon water line where the lines run parallel on Highway 19 South.  This would be a location close to the Pike County Water Authority tank.  The Authority would be able to use this source of water as a backup in an emergency.  This would be a much more direct route than is currently being used.  Mr. Lynch will research the potential for this along with the expense involved and discuss this at the next meeting.  
ADJOURN

Mr. Whitely made a motion, seconded by Mr. Lynch, to adjourn the meeting.  The motion passed with Mr. Brown, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Mayfield, Mr. Powers and Mr. Whitley voting for the motion.
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Steve Brown – Chairman
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