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This has not been the best of times for those living in America today. There is much anger toward Great Britain at its actions toward these colonies which it has created because of the continued disrespect toward the colonies from Parliament. And the taxes to pay for past British wars are fast becoming overbearing. Some call for reconciliation with Great Britain, but others have begun to call for independence even if it means war. Writers print pretty words to sway the public one way or the other, but pretty words cannot mean much to the common man who has to live and work to provide for a family.  
History of the Time
The French and Indian War kept Great Britain preoccupied from 1756 to 1763. During this time, English and the French battled for power in Europe and India as well as in the Caribbean and in North America. In the end, the English dominated in North America without the help of the colonists who petitioned the King for permission to help with their own defense and were denied though providing quarter to the British was demanded on a regular basis. How could an Englishman look himself in the face if he did not help to defend his company from invading forces? Why should the King refuse our help when we live here and deserve the right to fight for our own freedom from these invaders? And the irony of the entire situation is that while we were not allowed to defend out homeland alongside the British, Parliament decided that our duty should be paying for the war as well as providing quarter for the soldiers who are fighting our behalf. 

This assault on our dignity continued with The Sugar Act and Currency Act of 1764, The Stamp Act and Quartering Act of 1765, and the Declaratory Act of 1766. Some were beginning to speak out against these heinous policies though to do so was treasonous and the consequences could end in losing one’s livelihood or even worse. But many refused to take a stand against injustice because of this and spoke of reconciliation instead saying that there had to be a way to bring our grievances to Parliament and the King and be heard.

 I have read many articles in support of reconciliation with Great Britain, but there has been talk of late about how unfairly the colonies are being treated by our founding country. Most of the conversation at the coffee shops here in Philadelphia has revolved around reconciliation though there are some who are beginning to talk of independence. Patrick Henry was one of the few who has taken a stand against English policies that punish the colonies with putative taxes and policies. However, I have chosen to rebel in ways that will not bring retribution in order to keep my position at the apothecary and provide for my family.
Ways to Rebel Without Fear of Retribution

I, like many others, have found ways to rebel against the noose that seems to be tightening around our necks. I learned how to make saltpeter for my gunpowder from an article by Thomas Paine and have found a taste for home-grown teas that have an added benefit of no additional taxes. In fact, the Pennsylvania Magazine has published many of Thomas Paine’s articles, and I find his writings to be engaging and informative. I have read persuasive pieces by authors who talk of reconciliation such as John Dickinson, and I really did not have an opinion one way or the other. Until now, the British were here with their troops, and they have provided our government as well as fought for our freedom. People can talk of independence, but we really did not have the means to do this or any real reasons to take this massive step.

In the past couple of years, some have gone far beyond what I find acceptable by participating in active resistance against the British. Many dressed in disguise and participated in what has come to be called the Boston Tea Party, and many our local representatives joined together to make their complaints known to the King through a formal means though it has done little good. A prohibition of trade with Great Britain has done little good either. But people are beginning to debate which side of the fence they are on. And Patrick Henry’s fiery speech to “Give me liberty or give me death” makes a lot of sense when it is coupled with the attack at Lexington and Concord.
 
The Pamphlet that Changed the World
Several months ago, I spent two shillings on a pamphlet that is going to change our world as we know it! We did not know the anonymous author to begin with, but it was later said to be Thomas Paine who spoke Common Sense to the common man, and many of us have changed our thoughts on independence because of his brave words. 
 Where it was once a word to be spoken in private--if it was spoken of at all, independence is now the talk of the town! 
Before the publication of this pamphlet, John Dickinson’s Letters of a Pennsylvania Farmer was the talk of the town. His Loyalist views encouraged colonists to acknowledge and acquiesce to the power of a Parliament that taxes us for the sole reason of raising funds because we are dependent upon Great Britain and it has a right to tax us because its government has established our rights as colonists, our laws, and justice.
 But Thomas Paine made his argument for independence in a way that we had never thought of before. 

Thomas Paine began his pamphlet by addressing our habit of thinking that Great Britain has given us our rights as colonists with a proposal to rethink the “origin and design of government in general” with a common sense approach that had never occurred to me before now. He argued that government is “the badge of lost innocence”, that government is a “necessary evil” in society, and that the least government is best. Our thinking about the origin of government is skewed when we look back at the beginning of monarchy with the Jews. Before Paine’s arguments, I did not think about the fact that being a king cuts a person off from the world and that power without some sort of checks and balances leads to a “thirst for absolute power”. Unless we set aside our current way of thinking that is based on pride in our nationality and way of governing, we truly are unfit to judge what a good form of government is.


Paine’s references to the Bible and the planting seasons rather than to other scholars of our time have made for very convincing arguments compared to Dickinson and others who referenced other authors that I might not have read if I spent my wages on items other than newspapers or pamphlets. Most colonists that I know have a Bible and know the references to which Paine refers. 

The argument against monarchy and hereditary succession made sense to me. Why did I not think of that before? Just because someone is king now does not give him the right to set his family up to rule over other in perpetuity. Just as some kings in Bible were good rulers and others were evil, we might have some rulers who would abuse us simply because they believe that they have that right as ruler. And Paine makes an even better point by showing that there have been over 30 kings in England in its history, and those kings have ruled over a constant state of distraction including 8 civil wars and 19 rebellions. “Wherefore instead of making for peace, it makes against it, and destroys the very foundation it seems to stand upon.” I agree with Paine’s argument that one honest man is worth more to society and the sight of God than all of the rulers of England who have ever lived! 
 
Why should I agree with this? England’s history of war with other nations and its treatment of the American colonies speak for itself, and Paine presents this argument fully with “nothing more than simple facts, plain arguments, and common sense!”
 America would be at peace with Spain and France if it were not a part of Britain as the parent country. And calling Great Britain the parent country makes its actions toward America all the more heinous because “Even brutes do not devour their young, nor savages make war upon their families…”
 
America has the means to bring forth its own defense as well as enacting laws that will provide the checks and balances that are sorely needed for a simple government that gives the governance and representation that is sorely lacking in America today.
Closing

Common Sense gave colonists a view of our colonial situation that we had never considered before. How could be fully oppose tyranny unless we examined exactly who the tyrant was in our situation? And, after examining the situation from a common sense perspective, it was obvious that Britain was the tyrant and that justice for our cause was none other than fighting for our independence! There is no reason for us to even think of reconciliation for there is no cause to justify Britain treating us in any manner than that they have always done. 

And if there is no reason for reconciliation with Britain and there is no advantage to being a part of Britain, the only path left to America is independence! We are a continent that can take care of our own people without the help of an island across the sea that punishes us with taxes and attacks our towns. April 19th marked a change in our thinking, and we have no choice but to cut ties with the island that chooses not to preserve peace and attacks its own child because the child does not blindly follow its orders from across the sea! Paine pointed out that there is not even one advantage to America being a part of Britain, and I agree.
 May our representatives hear the cry of the people and act accordingly!
Bibliography
“The French & Indian War,” Independence Hall Association. http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/related/frin.htm (accessed August 22, 2013).

“Timeline of the Revolutionary War,” Independence Hall Association. http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/revwartimeline.htm (accessed August 24, 2013).

Scott Liell, 46 Pages: Thomas Paine, Common Sense, and the Turning Point to Independence. Philadelphia: Running Press, 2003.
� “The French & Indian War,” Independence Hall Association. � HYPERLINK "http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/related/frin.htm" ��http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/related/frin.htm� (accessed August 22, 2013).


� Scott Liell, 46 Pages: Thomas Paine, Common Sense, and the Turning Point to Independence, p. 53.


� “Timeline of the Revolutionary War,” Independence Hall Association. � HYPERLINK "http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/revwartimeline.htm" ��http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/revwartimeline.htm� (accessed August 24, 2013).


� Scott Liell, 46 Pages: Thomas Paine, Common Sense, and the Turning Point to Independence, p. 58.


� Ibid., p 59-62.


� Ibid., p 155-159


� Ibid., p. 165-169.


� Ibid., p. 169.


� Ibid., p. 171.


� Ibid., p. 124-125.





